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1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert, 2 where 

for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he 

was hungry. 3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.”  

4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone.’”  

5 The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6 And 

he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and splendor, for it has been given to me, and I can give 

it to anyone I want to. 7 So if you worship me, it will all be yours.”  

8 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’”  

9 The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If you are the 

Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here. 10 For it is written:  

‘He will command his angels concerning you to guard you carefully;  

11 they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 

12 Jesus answered, “It says: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”  

13 When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time.  

 

Usually when a pastor enters into a new ministry he is given what is called a “honeymoon” period of about six 

months.  During this time most people will put up with the different things he does; they’ll be polite and 

welcome some new ideas and things; but then after the newness has worn off they treat him like family.    

 

Jesus didn’t have a honeymoon period.  Immediately after his baptism as the publicly inaugurated Christ, He 

was led into the desert to fight against the temptations of the devil for 40 days.  You would think that having 

God call from heaven and say “This is my Son” would strike fear into the hearts of his opponents, but Satan – 

arrogant as he is – rolled up his sleeves and was up for the fight.  Today’s text brings us to round 1.  Let’s get 

ready to watch the rumble.  

 

The First Temptations of Christ 

 

This wasn’t the type of battle we might expect in our fight centered society, where two men roll up their sleeves 

and duke it out.  They were temptations based on innuendos and false assumptions. 

 

This is what we have to understand in how Satan tempts us as well.  Before he gets you to actually perform an 

evil act, he first of all has to sell you on the concept of it.  He has to rearrange your thought process so that you 

accept your behavior as good and God-pleasing.   Years ago President Clinton was asked if he smoked dope.  

He said, “Yes, but I didn’t inhale.”  People laughed over his excuse, but I wouldn’t be surprised if he really felt 

better about himself because of this.  Satan talks to us before and during the sin.  He talks us into performing sin 

with a better conscience.  Sometimes he even can manage to make us feel good about it.  That’s what he was 

trying to do with Jesus as well.   

 

I. The first temptation  

 

Jesus hadn’t eaten anything for 40 days, so naturally He was hungry.  Satan told Him to turn a stone into bread 

and feed Himself.  What was wrong with feeding Himself with just a little bit of bread?  He had the power to do 

it.  He was hungry.  He wasn’t doing anything extravagant; a prime rib or lobster; He was just making some 

bread.  Wasn’t His body built for food?  Why not use a miracle if He had the power to do so?   

 

Every time you watch Jesus doing a miracle in the Scriptures, it is for the benefit of those who were watching it; 

so they would see who He is and listen to Him; so that they might believe in Jesus as their Messiah.  Satan 

wasn’t going to believe in Jesus as his Messiah, because Jesus wasn’t his Messiah.   It didn’t matter what He 

did, He wasn’t going to convert the devil.   

 



Think also about the situation Jesus was in.  The Holy Spirit had clearly led Jesus into the desert and so Jesus 

knew that this was where He was supposed to be; starving in the middle of a desert.  Were Jesus to perform a 

miracle of making bread out of a stone, He would have in effect been creating His own scenario apart from the 

will of God; all through a seemingly tiny miracle of eating a crumb of bread.   

 

Jesus Himself taught us to pray, “Give us this day our daily bread.”  This petition puts us in the position of 

faith, trusting in God to provide us with the food that we have.  God has told us to work for our food if at all 

possible.  He has told us to feed the poor and those unable to work.  These natural means of sustenance are all 

understood within this petition.  Throughout our working and receiving we are remembering that it is God Who 

gives us what we have, and He wants us to trust in Him and His systems for feeding us. 

 

If you try to get your bread outside the system - to try and get your food without work when you are perfectly 

capable of it – that’s sinful.  If you were to steal it would be like saying to God, “You can’t take care of me.”  If 

you’re going to pray that prayer, you can’t justify breaking the system even when you’re starving.   

 

It’s also sinful when we’re not content with what the system God has given us.  Imagine you were facing a 

promotion and you could make more money.  Most would say, “Why not jump at it?   It’s a great opportunity!”  

Maybe you could get a nicer car, a bigger TV and enjoy a few more luxuries in life.  There’s nothing wrong 

with that.  But you also need to examine the hidden things involved in such a decision.  What if that job would 

tear you away from your spouse and family and cause you to neglect them?  What if it were to draw you away 

from your worship life and your church?  Life isn’t all about using the talents you have if they are only used for 

self-centered purposes.  Jesus got that.  He wasn’t here for Himself.  He was here for us.  

 

How could Jesus have prayed this petition, “Give us this day our daily bread” if He Himself didn’t live it?  

Had Jesus performed this miracle for Himself; it would have run contrary to everything He is and everything He 

teaches.  How could He tell us to trust when He didn’t trust?  How could He claim that God would provide 

when He didn’t trust in God to provide?  How could He tell us to live selflessly when He lived selfishly?  There 

was more to this temptation than merely making bread and eating it.   

 

So Jesus replied, “Man does not live on bread alone.”  This was a quote from Deuteronomy 8.  God told the 

Israelites that He would provide for them in the desert, and He did so through the manna.  If God was able to 

keep two million people alive in a desert for 40 years, then He could also take care of Jesus in this desert for 40 

days.  Jesus wasn’t going to cheat the system just to get food on His plate.  If God was able to take care of the 

Israelites for 40 years in the desert with Manna, Jesus for 40 days in the desert with nothing, then God can 

certainly take care of you in America with everything as well; even with an underpaying job.   

 

II. The second temptation 

 

The second temptation Satan used was the temptation of glory and splendor.  It was also the temptation of an 

easy shortcut.  The first part of the temptation is interesting because the devil actually thought that the glory and 

splendor of these kingdoms would be attractive to Jesus.  Imagine if your college aged son met what he 

considered to be a really nice looking gal who was very attractive.  But when he brought her over to meet 

grandma and grandpa, she wore scanty clothing and constantly looked at her cell phone; disengaged in the 

conversation he was having.  While she may have been attractive to him, his grandparents would not be as 

impressed with the shape of her body or the color of her hair.  They would look at other factors.  Isn’t this the 

case with Jesus being shown what Satan considered to be the “authority” and “splendor” of the kingdoms? 

 

I imagine if Satan had shown us such sights within a glimmer of time, we would have been mightily impressed.  

Our mouths would have watered.  Our hearts would have beat faster.  And the pathway was so easy.  Just 

worship Satan for a moment.  That’s all.  One second for decades of splendor.  What could it hurt?  God will 

forgive me.  But when Jesus preached His Sermon on the Mount, He plainly said “Blessed are the poor.”  He 

had a special concern and love for the sick and the outcasts of society; for those who were despised and 



rejected.   He didn’t just come for the powerful and glorious; He came for the weak and the helpless.  In God’s 

eyes He isn’t impressed with what we’re impressed with.  To Jesus it was as if the devil was showing Him the 

inside of a toilet bowl.     

 

Satan also offered Jesus the temptation of the short cut – the easy path of no death and no cross – no wages of 

sin.  Ignore God’s curse.  Do it your own way.  The easy way.  Again, this is the way we would like.  Who 

wants to fight?  Who wants pain?   Why work for something that you don’t have to?   Why study the Bible if 

you don’t HAVE to?  Why go to church if you can study the Bible at HOME?  Why pray if God is going to do 

what He wants anyway?  We always seek what we think is the EASIEST way, even if it’s not exactly God’s 

way.  That’s what Satan was offering Jesus – an easier way. 

 

Satan works the complete opposite way that God does.  Satan offers splendor and glory in the here and now, if 

you just worship him.  He makes it sound as if his “gifts” were going to last forever.   He talks of them as if they 

were great and glorious, as if they were his to give; when they are nothing but fading memories.   

 

Think about that trophy that the boys won last weekend at the tournament.  Where will that trophy be five years 

from now?  Who will remember who was on the team and how it was won?  The glory will fade.  The only ones 

who will really look at it or remember it are the boys who were on the team or their families; and only when 

they walk by the trophy case.  Yet in the midst of the tournament and at the presentation of the trophy, it may 

have seemed like this was the greatest thing on earth.  How quickly the splendor of this age fades.  Yet this is 

what Satan wants to put before us as the greatest.  

 

God, on the other hand, owns everything.  His gift of an eternal kingdom that never perishes, spoils or fades.  

He doesn’t give you His forgiveness and righteousness if you worship Him first.  He died on the cross long ago, 

long before you ever even knew of it.  He earned salvation for the world, whether you believe it or not.  In your 

baptism He gave you all of His righteousness and forgiveness before you ever sang His praises.  Then, AFTER 

He gave it all to you, He said, “Worship me” not in order to get His riches, but because you already have them.   

 

When Satan wanted Jesus to worship him he wanted Jesus to fail so that God would damn us all to hell. When 

Jesus wants us to worship Him He wants to save us and rescue us from ourselves, Satan and damnation.  The 

two reasons and types of worship couldn’t be any more different.  Even as you put forth the time and effort to 

worship Him, God continues to give you all of Himself in His Word and sacrament.  As you worship Him, you 

sing of what He has done.  When you take the Lord’s Supper, you receive His body and blood for the 

forgiveness of sins.  When you worship you continue receiving God’s blessings.  It is the complete opposite of 

Satan worship. 

 

III. The third temptation 

 

The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If you are the Son 

of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here.  For it is written:  

‘He will command his angels concerning you to guard you carefully;  

they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 

Jesus answered, “It says: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”  

 

When the Israelites had arrived in the desert they were on the brink of starvation.  They weren’t feeling the love 

of God as they were starving.  Instead of kindly asking Moses for water in keeping with God’s Word, they 

accused him of leading them in the desert to starve them to death.  The LORD had Moses strike a rock at Horeb 

to produce water, but he wasn’t happy with them.  He renamed the place Massah and Meribah which means to 

“test” and “quarrel” with God.   

 

Jesus wasn’t going to repeat their sin.  So it’s rather interesting to see that when Jesus was led into the desert he 

did everything the Israelites didn’t do.  They survived on Manna at the word of the LORD, while Jesus survived 



on NOTHING but the word of the LORD.  They formed a golden calf and worshiped it, but Jesus didn’t 

worship Satan or the gold which Satan showed.  They complained against Moses and tested the LORD by 

demanding water from Him.  Jesus didn’t test the LORD by jumping from the temple.  Everywhere that the 

Israelites failed, Jesus succeeded.   He trusted God to take care of Him even in the midst of starvation.  He 

trusted God by doing NOTHING.  Sometimes that is the hardest thing God tells us to do.  Be still and do 

nothing but trust in God’s Word.   

 

Later on however, Jesus was asked to do much more than nothing.  God didn’t just tell him to jump the temple 

into the arms of angels.  He called on Jesus to jump into the fire of God’s wrath on the cross.  God provided no 

safety net of angels to keep him from falling.  His feet were more than dashed against a stone.  They were nailed 

into wood.  Nonetheless, Jesus walked forth from the grave and survived hell itself as God raised Him from the 

dead.  Satan wanted proof that Jesus was the Son of God, and God provided it in His own way.  The 

resurrection was God’s proof, according to God’s Word and command, not Satan’s.  When Jesus lived by God’s 

Word, His Son-ship was proven in His resurrection according to God’s Word at God’s own time and place.   

 

Isn’t this a great thing for us to know?  The Word is all important.   If He calls you His child in your baptism, 

then take His word for it.  Satan is constantly working on you to doubt God’s word.  He wants you to identify 

your position in His kingdom by whether you’re rich and healthy.  He wants you to determine whether God 

really loves you by saying to you, “If the Holy Spirit really lived in you then you wouldn’t struggle with your 

lust and your anger.  You’d be happier.”  When Satan wants you to demand more proof that God is your loving 

Father, don’t listen to His word.  God’s Word points you to the cross and the empty grave; it points you to your 

baptism and the Lord's Supper.  This is God’s Word to you.  You don’t need to test whether you’re really His 

when you have and trust these words.  The ultimate proof of it will be at the resurrection.  Then the proof will 

be told in God’s time and God’s place.   

 

Jesus taught us to pray, “Lead us NOT into temptation.”   Temptation is something we should flee from; not 

flee into.  The exact opposite happens with Jesus.  The Holy Spirit immediately led Jesus right into temptation; 

because He didn’t come here for a honeymoon.  He came here for a fight.  The first temptations were finished.  

Jesus 1.  Devil 0.  But the devil wasn’t done trying.  When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left 

him until an opportune time.   He is a tirelessly opportunistic demon.  He stood back, examined, and watched 

for a moment of weakness; a time that he felt he could win.   

 

That same demon is becoming more and more active in our world.  Instead of tiring out, he is becoming more 

and more energized; because he knows his time is short.   He is examining your life, looking for an opportune 

time to get you to fall.   He would like nothing more than to lead you into temptations.  You might be 

wondering, “Where is the honeymoon?”  Don’t expect it in this life.  Be ready for a battle against many 

temptations, and most importantly: cling to the Word.   

 

At the beginning of Lent, enjoy watching Jesus fight these first temptations.   It’s nice to see the bully get beat 

up; and in round one of the battle Jesus does that.  He clings to the Word and sends the devil packing to lick his 

wounds for another day.  Jesus is our warrior who came to fight our battle and win that battle for us; to win His 

love for us so that we could be in an eternal honeymoon in heaven.  Enjoy the fight this Lent.  Amen.  


